
 
 

516 County Road 934 
Ava, MO 65608 

(Located in Ozark County, Missouri) 
 

Rocky Hollow Ranch is 

in the deep woods of the Glade Top Trail, a part of the majestic Mark 
Twain National Forest in the Missouri Ozark Mountains. Back in the 

horse and buggy days, 
the settlers would 
follow a trail that’s cut 
through the middle of 
the property, along the 
creek, to sell and buy 
wares in Springfield. 
The property line abuts 
the Mark Twain 
National Forest which 
gives access to 8000+ 

acres of lush, pristine wilderness.  
 
The original owners, John and Carolyn Ruff, purchased the land in 
1976. They brought in a portable sawmill and by hand, built a one 
room home out of the beautiful oaks from the forest around them. The 
one room home is now considered the front room and still has the 
lovely, rough wood textured walls and open beam ceilings.  
 
John and Carolyn were goldsmiths and silversmiths by trade, and 
they also built a workshop / studio for room to create their works of 



art. They even installed a safe in the floor of a bedroom to safeguard 
their treasures. This safe hasn’t been opened since 1990. 
 

 
After 10 years and 2 
children, John and 
Carolyn decided it was 

time to expand. It was 
quite a large 
undertaking, adding 3 
bedrooms, one of 
which is now a laundry 
room, a bathroom and 
kitchen on the ground 

floor, a walkout basement/storm shelter below and a second level 
with a loft, bathroom, and master suite.  
 
The homestead changed hands three (3) more times when the fourth 
(4th) and present owner, Gerry Beckerman purchased the property in 
2000 with dreams of raising Quarabs, also known as half Arabian, 
half Quarter Horses. After clearing the first 5 acres alongside the 
road, he transformed the silversmith workshop into a lovely 2 
bedroom, 1 bath Mother-in-law/guest house with garage and built his 

shop/barn combo you 
see as you drive in. As 
his dreams and herd 
of horses grew, so did 
the need for more 
pasture. In 2015, 
Gerry had 10 more 
acres cleared along 
the South/East of the 
beautiful creek and 
watering hole. He also 

added another pond. These improvements allowed Mr. Beckerman to 
realize his dream and he ran a successful horse breeding business 
until he retired. As the years went by, many more improvements were 
added, from the round pen and outside arena for training horses to 
wooden fencing.  
 



The property was dubbed Rocky Hollow Ranch in 2002 because it is 
“nestled in a hollow and well . . . has lots of rocks” as Mr. Beckerman 
put it. Although Mr. Beckerman no longer breeds horses, the property 
is still lovingly referred to as the Rocky Hollow Ranch.  
 
With its lush, green pastures and woods, the abundant wildlife living 
and thriving right before your eyes! At dusk you can sit on the 

beautiful deck overlooking the creek and Brushy Knob Mountain and 
listen to the coyote’s song, hear the turkey’s call, all the while 
watching the herds of deer that come to graze in the pasture. Rocky 
Hollow Ranch truly is a piece of paradise, nestled in the beautiful 
Ozark Mountains. 
 

 

Prepared by Gerry and Julie Beckerman, Sellers 

 


